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" . Your letters to the Britith conful at this place
have been forwarded to him,

I have the bouour to be, Sir,
Your moft obedient Servant, .
RICHARD EVERS LEE, Mayor .
oo i of the borough of Norfolk.
To com. J. E. Douglas, commanding}

~ apaypland -Gaseite.

VVAPOLLS, Taurspar, July 16, 1807.

NORFOLK.

b lc PG bis Britannic majefly’s (hip the Bel-
"LCIRCULAR'] Yot . lona, now lying i'ﬁl Hyampto}:x Roads.’
HIS day, (july 4,) the following Jetter was 1c- s
ceived by Richard E. Lee, Elq, mayor of this
ugh, from commodore Douglas :
' [COPY.] . , oo
His majesty’s ship Bellona, Hampton Roads,
July 3, 1807,

e Norfolky, Fuly 5, 1807,
SIR, ' . r i . "
In purfuance of your requeft, I thisday went down
to the Britifh fquadron, lying in Hampton-Roads, for
the purpofe of delivering the letter with which I wag
charged to capt. Bouglas ; on arriving along-fide his
thip, the Bellona, 1 was invited op baard, received by
Anlanall, capt. Douglas hunfelf at the gangway, and conduét-
tcy on the 29th ult. prohibiting dany commurnuca- ¢4 (5 his cabin, wheve I found affembled all the cap-
between his B“‘f‘“:"FA“I?LCFY'{,C?EEQF at Norfolk, yaing of the.fquadion, I immediatety informed him
bis (hips lying at anchor in Lynhaven bay; aqd that you had yelterday received a letter from him, the'
being @ meulure extremely h".ﬂ‘l"’ not only N aniwe to which I had been requelted to deliver, and
iving the Britifh conful from difcharging the du- place it in his hands, . He read the letter very atten-
of lus office, but at the fame time preventing me tively, and then handed. it to capt. Hardy, from
bobtaining that information SO ablolutely necefla-  yjom ic paffed to the. other captans in fucceffion,
pr bis majelty’s fervice, Iam therefore determine gy they had peruled.it, capt. Douglas abferved to

if this i(nl'tﬂ)g.rment i3 not IMMEDIATELY AN~ me ] prefume Sir, you- are- acquaintedwith. the..

lb(z feave to reprefent to you, that having ob-
in the news-papers a refolution, made by a cowm-

f Norfolk, to-proceed 1o their- deftinationy until~5 Fe then Mated” that his letter muft have been
ow the pleafure of my government, or the com- pifaonrchended, that it contained no expreflion of
: in chicf’s on this flation.  You muft be per~  menace which he recollected, and that it certainly
-aware ‘m“ﬂﬁﬁ"“m flag never has nor never 3¢ not his intention to ufe language ‘which coula be
be infulted" with impunity. You muft alfo be 3~ conftrued to convey fuch ideas; he referred to capt.
, that it has been and is ftill in my power to ob- Haidy, faying that he had fhewn him the letter prea
B the whole trade. of the Chefapeake fince fh‘: vioufly to its being fent, and had requelted his opini-
circumftances, which 1 defifted from, trufting o, as to its fentunents ; capt. Hardy concurred with
general unanimity would be reflored.  Refptt~ cap:, Douglas in the opinion and objeéts of the com-
the circumftance ot the d“rcrt"'{ lately appre-  punication, I then remarked to them the particular
ed from the U'. S. frigate Chefapeake, in my expreflions in the letter, which I confidered as the
on, muft be decided between the twa gavern~ lappuage of threat, and adverted to the circum-
s ALONE, It therefore refls with the inhabi- fance of the words “immediately annulled,” being
of Norfolk, cither to engage in 2 war, or re« ypderfcored. He faid that this uvderfcoring muft
 on terms of peace. Agreeable to my. intens  have been done by his clerk, without his direction,
, 1 have proceeded to Hampton Roads with the 4pd had efcaped his oofervation; but again aflured
ron under my i:qmmand, to await your anfwer, ine, upon his bonour, that if any expreflion in the
h 1 truft you will favour me with without delay. jetter wore the appearauce of threat, it was not ine
1 have the honour to be, Sir, tenided te be T pralesfool. .
Your moft obedient fervante, - Captain Douglas next adverted to the conclufion of
(Signed) : J. E. DOUGLAS. the letter, in which the alternative of peace or war
nclofe you two letters to the Britith conful 4t js lefe to himfelfhe faid upon this fubjec, he had
olky which you will be plealed lo forward kim. 1 qrders to commit any a& of hoftility, and that
J. E. D. there was no man from whele intention or wifhes fuch
an obje¢t was more remote,  That he was anxious to
hich the mayor returned the following answer: pieferve the relations of amity, which had exified be-
: ¢ Norrork, July 4, 1807. tween the two governments, and .that no a& of his
' fhiould tend to interrupt their harmony, unlefs he was
have received your menacing letter of yeflerday ordered by his_fuperiors to perform fuch afts, in
moment, P1'i¥ day*hh which this anfwer is written  which cafe, as an officer, he mul} do higy duty. He
tof iclelf to fuffice, to prove to the fubjets repeated, however, that he had at prefent no fuch or-
pur (overeign, that the Anmierican people are noz  ders, nor did he expet to receive fuch. He ftated
intimidated by menace, or induced to adept any that he had it in charge generally to guard his flag,
s, except by a fenfe of their perfeét propiiety, adn_thofe under its proteétion from infult or affault
ed by the falfe fhew of fecurity, they may be of any kind, ard that this in all fituations he muft
imes furprifed, and {laughtered while unprepared _unqueftionably do. But that any further meafure he
itt 2 fuppoled friend. "I'hat delufive fecurity, how- was not at prefenc anthorifed, nor was it his inten-
is now paffed for ever. The late occurrence bias  tion to tzke. [ here ftated to him the many infult-
bt us to confide our fafety no longer o any thing  ing menaces which had_ been cnmmux.ncatcd in Nor-
o our own force. We do not feek hoftility, falk, as coming from him. He pofitively denied ever
all we avoid ite. We are prepared for the worft  havirg uttgred-any fuch—declared if they had been
1yon may attempt, and will do whatever (hail ufed by any of his officers, that they were unautho-
dred proper to repel force whenfoever your ef- rifed, and difapproved of by him, remarking at :l'lc
hall yender any aék of ours neceffary. Fhus fame time, that he hoped all who knew him, _vmuld
for the threats of your letter, which can be con-  do him the juftice to believe, that he was not in the
b in no other light than as addrefled to the fup-  habit of ufing the language of threat—he here too a-
fears of our citizens, gain referred to all the officers to fay, if they had
anlwer 1o that part of it which is particularly ever heard him at any time, even while fpeaking con-
fed to e, as the firlt judicial officer of this bo- fidentially to them, utter fuch expreffions, and they
h I have byt ta fay, shat you muft be aware,” united in declaring that they had not. x
be judiciary of po country poffefles any other A defultory converfation then took place between
™, than thofe conferred upon them by tbe laws.  captain Douglas, the other captains, and myfelf,
e fame channels through which you have derived  which contipued nearly an hour, in the courle of
telligence flated by yourfelf, muft alfo have an-  which many remarks were made, which had ne Ko
¢d to you thaCthe at of which you complain, ference to the fubject of your letter, or were in any
3% of individuals, and not of the government. way conne@ed. with it; thefe, Sir, T bave alrcz}dy
" aQ be wrong and illegal, the judiciary communicated to yourfelfy and to all my f.cllcw:cm-
s Cogatry, whenever the. cafe is properly brovght- zensy with-whow 1 have converfed_upon this fu.bjc&;
", will take care-to do its' duty,” At prefent but as they arc not c-onn_c&ed with the fubject of
bave fo judicial information of any outrage on  your letter, I prefume it would be unneceflary again
laws, apd therefore cannot adt. ’ to detail them here.  In the courle of this converfa-
you, Sir, pleafe to confider this at of individu- tion, 1 defcribed to them as well as T was able tho
2 meafure  extremely hoftile,” and fhall com-" fentiments which univerfally prevailed through the
< hollility, without waiting the decifion ot our h o
governments, (althongh you yourfelf acknowledge  cecded, aod the effeés it woll produce, provided any
U progerly belongs to them alone to decide) the effort on their part (hould be made to _oppofc the pub-
tants of Norfolk will conform. to your example, lic vefolves, as to intercourfe or fupplics. T explicit-
°te@ themielves againkt ‘any lawlefs aggreflion ly declared that we had as yet received no authority
may be made upon their peclons or property. from our government to-proceed to afls of
‘therefore leave it with you. ¢ either to cugage

:r’ OF to remain o trms of peace,” ungil the

country at this toe, the caple from whence it pro-

but that we were authorifcxg and \;crc ;;_r;parc fg: de-
fence, and:for the proteflion of ourlelves and our . / (
of our refpective governments (hall be known. mec’,-‘y ; to prove which I placed in the bands of litia were ordered to repair for this place.

capt. Do.tlglis, an cxtra& from the letter of. governor

.Cabell, to brigadier-general Mathews, which I bad
.made for that purpofe ; I concluded by warning him

again not to fend any .of his.officers or people on
fhore, for that if he did; the arm of the civil autho-

-vity, I did not believe) - would be able to.protet

them from the vengeance of an enraged people ; .that
this might lead to confequences which might poffibly

-be yet averted, and if he was fincere in the fentiments

he had exprefled;: he ‘would be anxious to prevent
fuch refults.. - Captain Douglas and all the caprains

- declared, that they were dwure of the prefent.ftate of

the publit feclings, and Heplored the circumftance
which had excited it; that they did rot intend to
expole any of their people to. the refentment of ours,

which they could conceive was highly inflamed § thac” ~

as to fupplies they did not want any at prefent, but
when they did; they fhould not attempt to procure
them in any way which would .excite the oppofition
of the citizens of this country. .

© Upon the fubje& of intescourle, he did not expe&
to hold any with the people of this country, rior was
there any occafion for it. . He only wifhed to be pef-
mitted freely to communicate with the accredited of-
ficers of his government here, who had been formally
received and recognized by our executive, and whofe

fun@ions he prefumed none but the govermment had__

which-this communication might be carried. on, it was
a matter quite indifferent to him.—He had no “objec-
tion to that being regulated by ourlelves, in any way
which is judged propery and that he would: certainly
purfue the mode which might be f{uggélted as moft
agreeable to ue, provided the channel of communica-
tion was kept free and open.—To this I ftated, that
I had no authority from any perfon to enter into any
engagement with him, but that as an individual I would
ftate that the letters he had forwarded under cover te
you had been fafely delivered, and that therefore, I
prefumed any other difpatches of a like kind would
be treated in the famé way—but upon this fubjedt, I
could only refer him to you and your aflociates for in=
formations He then ftated that he would to-day
write an an{wer to your letter, which he fhould forward
as before, and I left the fhip, captain Douglas again
repeating the fub{tance of what I have already ftated.

From the moment I approached the Bellona to that
on which I left her, my treatment from captain
Douglas and all his officers, was marked by as much
attention, politenefs and refpe, as any gentleman
ever received from others.—My particular friend Mr.
Jawes Taylot, junr, accompanied me on board the
Britith fhup, for reafons that will at once fuggelt
themfelves to you, when you remember the delicate
and embarraffing fituation in which I might be placed.
He remained on board the whole time with me, and
was a witnefs to every thing which paffed. I have
read to him this communication, Sir, in ordgr to af-
certain if my recolle¢tion was corre@, and he accords
with me in every ftatement here made.

I have forwarded a copy of this letter to the gover-
wor of Virginia, and to the Federal Executive, believ-
ing that at this time itis theduty of everycitizento
keep his government well informed of every thing
which may be ufeful.

I am refpe&fully, Sir,
Your moft obedient fervant,
L. w. TAZEWELL.
To Richard E. Lee, Efq. Mayor
of the borough of Nurfolke

His majesty’s ship Bellona, Hampton Roads,
6th July, 1807,
SiR,

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of
your letter of the 4th inft. in anfwer to mine of the
preceding day, requefling that the Britith conful
might be reftored to his powers,

As every circumftance relative to the above commu-
nication was fo fully difcuffed in preience of the gen-
tlemen deputed by the magiftracy of Norfolk, as
bearers of your difpatch, I have enly in addition to
remark, that as far as I am individually concerned,
every exertion fhall be ufed that can, confiftent with
the honour and dignity of the Britith flag, tend to an
amicable termination. )

Thave the honour ta be, Siry, , . .
Your obedient humble llt:rvant,
J- E. DOUGLAS.
Ricuarp E. Ler, Efg; Mayor of the
borough of Norfolk, Virginia,

A letter from a gcnticman in Richmond to his -

friend here, ftates, that the exprefs which was fent
off on Saturday laft in confequence of commodore
Douglas's firft letter, arrived there.on Sunday even-

refion, ing, upon which the Richmond cavalry and artillery

received orders so march for thie place immediately.
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